
CANG 9155 _C1 _ The Short Story and The Power in Brevity  

C1 – Advanced Level                                              Teacher: Dr Elizabeth Rainsford-McMahon 

Description  

In this module, we shall read and critique a selection of short stories from the early 19th century 
through to contemporary writing. The manageability of the short-story form will allow for study of a 
breadth of writers, including those both extolled historically and those from groups more likely to be 
side-lined. This breadth will enable a survey of key themes within American literature:   

 the alienation and disorientation encountered initially in the post-colonial world 
 the crafting of a national voice 
 the development of a tightly reasoned train of thought in the psychological thriller 
 the confessional mode 
 spotlight on nature 
 the recall of pivotal moments in history 
 the advent of consumerism  
 the American dream 
 questions of race and social marginalisation.  

Discussion of thematic content will be accompanied by analysis of writing strategies such as how 
compelling characters are created, and how narrative, tone and voice can emerge within a few pages of 
text. Through such a study, we can explore the value of brevity in the use of words when accompanied 
by close attention to aesthetic considerations.  

Module Objectives: 

 To explore and critically analyse a diverse selection of short stories 
 To understand short stories as a rich resource of social, and historical context, as well as skilful 

literary craftsmanship.  
 To ponder what exactly might define a good short story 
 To develop an understanding of theoretical notions behind the short story 
 To discover the strategies of working with a limited number of pages to develop plot, characters, 

theme and narrative voice. 
 To read and re-read texts, hence allowing for deeper insight and analysis.   
 To compare differing approaches to the brevity of text.  

 

Assessment: All teaching is in English.  

Coursework, oral presentations and final exam to be delivered in English.  

1) An oral presentation (individually or in a small group) 20% 
2) One written piece of course work (2,500 words) 20% 
3) Class participation 10% 
4) One end of semester exam: 50% 


